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journal homepage: www.hkjn-onl ine.comEDITORIALReflections on the Hong Kong Journal of
Nephrology 1999e2016The inaugural issue of the Hong Kong Journal of Nephrology
(HKJN) was published in October 1999. The conceptual
framework of the journal started in October 1998, 1 year
after the return of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region to China. I found the first file, dated January 1999,
in my archives which compared the potential publishers for
the HKJN. There were 10 parameters that we used to
compare the potential publishers: track record, indexing,
worldwide markets, base, international marketing and
subscription, electronic journal, advertising, cost, tech-
nical editing, and other services. As the founding Editor-in-
Chief, I worked closely with Dr Alex Yu as the Deputy Editor,
Drs FK Li, SK Mak, CC Szeto, and FKM Wong as Assistant
Editors to select the publisher. In the end, Lippincott
Williams & Wilkins was chosen. Later on, the publisher was
changed to Elsevier.
Throughout this period of 17 years, the HKJN has served
its purpose of the original missions to promote clinical and
scientific research in the field of nephrology, to serve as a
communication channel among nephrologists from Hong
Kong as well as China and the international community, to
act as a source of teaching in the field of nephrology for
nephrologists and renal nurses, to record historical mile-
stones on the field of nephrology of Hong Kong, to promote
the activities of the Hong Kong Society of Nephrology (HKSN),
and to provide a platform for opinions on major issues for
nephrologists in Hong Kong and this part of the world.
Out of all the achievements of the journal, I would like
to highlight the role of HKJN in supporting and witnessing
the organization of major international congresses by the
HKSN.
During the past 17 years, the Society has organized: (1)
the First Asian Chapter Meeting, International Society for
Peritoneal Dialysis, December 13e15, 2002; (2) Interna-
tional Society of Nephrology (ISN) 2004 Conference on
Prevention of Progression of Renal Disease June 29 to July
1, 2004; (3) 11th Congress of International Society for
Peritoneal Dialysis August 24e28, 2006; (4) Second Congress
of International Society for Hemodialysis, August 28e30,
2009; (5) the 2013 World Congress of Nephrology (WCN)
Hong Kong, June 1e5, 2013; and (6) First Internationalhttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.hkjn.2016.08.008
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CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nCongress of Chinese Nephrologists (ICCN), December
11e13, 2015.
The abstracts of the 20th Annual Scientific Meeting of
HKSN in 2004 was published in the HKJN. There were 42
abstracts recorded in the HKJN Volume 6, Issue 2, pages
A1e8 (October 2004). That served as a very good
commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the HKSN.
In 2013, the WCN was organized in Hong Kong (Figure 1).
ISN momentd“238 young Chinese nephrologists supported
to learn from the World Congress of Nephrology 2013” was
published in the HKJN April 2014 issue.
WCN 2013 was the biggest international congress orga-
nized by the HKSN. It was an ISN event with the Asian Pacific
Society of Nephrology as coorganizer. The Hospital Au-
thority and Department of Health of Hong Kong were the
official supporters. There were 5868 participants from 124
countries attending. A total of 164 invited speakers deliv-
ered presentations in 45 scientific congress symposia with
seven plenary sessions. There were five dedicated themes
of which “Renal Replacement Therapy (RRT sessions)” had
simultaneous translation to Putonghua. A total of 1889
abstracts were submitted. Moderated poster sessions by 91
poster moderators took place. There were 12 industry-
sponsored symposia and five official postcongress satellite
symposia in China and in Japan. Three complete scientific
sessions were broadcast (live) during the event. ISN renal
pathology and interventional nephrology courses including
hands-on workshops were organized. The Dialysis Outcomes
and Practice Patterns Study (DOPPS) and a Chronic Kidney
Disease (CKD) health policy session were presented. A total
of 185 delegates from 43 countries participated in the
Peritoneal Dialysis (PD) Unit visits to 11 different hospitals
in Hong Kong.
The HKSN organized the First ICCN Scientific Congress on
Nephropathies from December 11, 2015 to December 13,
2015 (Figure 2). It was coorganized by the Chinese Univer-
sity of Hong Kong and the University of Hong Kong with
support from the Hospital Authority and ISN. A total of 371
abstracts of the ICCN were published as a special supple-
ment in October 2015 in the HKJN, the biggest number of
abstracts published by the journal.vier (Singapore) Pte Ltd. This is an open access article under the
d/4.0/).
Figure 1 Opening ceremony of the 2013 World Congress of Nephrology.
Figure 2 Opening Ceremony of the 1st International Congress of Chinese Nephrologists.
A14 EditorialThe conference focused on diabetic nephropathy, hy-
pertensive nephropathy, immunoglobulin A nephropathy,
and lupus nephropathy. We had 1500 registered partici-
pants from 19 countries attending. Full support was givenFigure 3 The gathering of the travel grant recipients with Prof
Nephrologists) Organizing Committee, Hong Kong Society of Nephroby the presidents of the Chinese Society of Nephrology,
Taiwan Society of Nephrology, Chinese American Society
of Nephrology, Macau Society of Nephrology, Malaysian
Society of Nephrology, Singapore Society of Nephrology,essor Richard Yu, the ICCN (International Congress of Chinese
logy Councilors, and Chinese Society of Nephrology Councilors.
Editorial A15and the Chinese Society of Renal Physiology who were
also the officiating party for the opening ceremony. There
were 87 international faculties from 17 countries and
regions globally to present in the 44 scientific sessions.
With the support from Professor Richard Yu, Senior
Advisor to the Congress, and other very empathetic phi-
lanthropists of Hong Kong including Mr Larry Yung, Mr Ian
Fok, Mr Hui Ming, Dr Annie Wong Leung Kit Wah and Ms
Eugenia Lee, we were able to support > 320 young ne-
phrologists from remote areas of China to come to learn
(Figure 3).
It is indeed the milestone of the HKJN to publish all the
abstracts of the first ICCN to mark the event. This helped to
promote nephrology among international Chinese nephrol-
ogists showcasing their academic achievements and to
provide a platform for sharing the state of the art clinical
and scientific research data from Chinese nephrologists
globally. That also fulfils the mission of the journal as
stipulated 17 years ago.
I must thank Dr Alex Yu and Professor C.C. Szetodwho
are the two successive Editors-in-Chief after medfor
bringing vigor and academic excellence to the journal. I
have to thank all the Editors who have served the HKJN. In
particular I also would like to show my appreciation to thevery prestigious panel of editorial board members including
prominent nephrologists, scientists, and academics from
America, Europe, Australia, and Asiadmany of them have
served since the inaugural issue in 1999. Their contributions
were essential in maintaining the high standard of papers in
our journal.
The HKSN has entered another new page in its devel-
opment. With the increasing academic and research
collaboration with the international community, Hong Kong
nephrologists will continue to make significant contribu-
tions towards helping our renal patients both locally and
globally.
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